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Deliberate Misunderstanding: The Origins of Failure?
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And HaShem, God, commanded the man, saying: 'Of every tree of the garden you shall

certainly eat;
And of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that
you eat thereof you shall surely die.'
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And the woman said to the serpent: 'Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;
And of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said: You shall not eat
of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'
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And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and
did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat.
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And in process of time it came to pass, that Kayin brought of the fruit of the ground an offering
to HaShem.

And Hevel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And HaShem had
respect unto Hevel and to his offering;
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but unto Kayin and to his offering He had not respect. And Kayin was very angry, and his
countenance fell.
And HaShem said to Kayin: '"Why are you angry? and why has your countenance fallen?
If you do well, shall it not be lifted up? and if you do not well, sin couches at the door; and unto
you is its desire, but you may rule over it.'
And Kayin said unto Hevel his brother. And it came to pass, when they were in the field, that
Kayin rose up against Hevel his brother, and slew him.
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Everyone on earth had the same language and the same words.

And as they migrated from the east, they came upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled
there.

They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them hard.” —Brick served them
as stone, and bitumen served them as mortar.

And they said, “Come, let us build us a city, and a tower with its top in the sky, to make a name
for ourselves; else we shall be scattered all over the world.”

HaShem came down to look at the city and tower that man had built,

and HaShem said, “If, as one people with one language for all, this is how they have begun to
act, then nothing that they may propose to do will be out of their reach.

Let us, then, go down and confound their speech there, so that they shall not understand one
another’s speech.”

Thus HaShem scattered them from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped
building the city.

That is why it was called Bavel, because there HaShem confounded the speech of the whole
earth; and from there HaShem scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
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They said: "One time for every 1,656 years the firmament totters, so rather let us go and let us

mabke pillars, one from the north, and one from the south, and one from the west, and this will
serve as the support from the east".
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All the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blare of the horn and the mountain
smoking; and when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a distance.

“You speak to us,” they said to Moshe, “and we will obey; but let not God speak to us, lest we
die.”
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Then HaShem said to Moshe, “Set out from here, you and the people that you have brought up
from the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To
your offspring will | give it’'—
| will send an angel before you, and | will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites—
a land flowing with milk and honey. But | will not go in your midst, since you are a stiffnecked
people, lest | destroy you on the way.”
When the people heard this harsh word, they went into mourning, and none put on his finery.



